“Prof. Subhash Chander Memorial Lecture Series”

Need of Technology and Innovation in Sustainable Management of Rivers
The Society of Earth Scientists (SES) organized “Prof. Subhash Chander Memorial Lecture Series”
at Engineers Bhavan, Lucknow. The first invited talk was given by Prof. C S P Ojha, Head, Dept. of Civil
Engineering, IIT Roorkee. In his lecture Prof. Ojha emphasised that there is an urgent need for innovation and
sustainable technology in managing our water resources in various river basins. He also suggested real time
monitoring of various pollutants in rivers which is a very serious problem. Prof. Oiha elaborated in detail the
proposals for Namami Gange Project of Government of India and emphasized that riverfront development should
not be the priority of the government but it should be backed by proper and detailed study of the river system and
its ecology. The decisions should not be taken in haste. Every river behaves separately and one technique may
not be useful for other river system. The long term impact of such constructions must be analysed as rivers
behave separately in separate seasons. Further, segmental approach should not be taken and river system
as a whole should be considered. Dr. Mukund Sharma, President of the SES welcomed the guests. Dr. Satish
Tripathi General Secretary of the Society assured that the presentations and deliberations during the programme
will be duly forwarded to planners and administration and it will not remain the seminar hall discussions. Noted
environmentalists Dr. Vanketesh Dutta, in his address talked about contributions made by Prof. Subhash
Chandra who contributed immensely to Krishna river water disputes. He emphasized that the rivers are like
human beings and should be dealt cautiously and delicately. Awareness to common people is
required. Prof. R. Bali, Vice-President, SES and Prof and Head, Department of Geology, Lucknow University,
said that interaction between scientists, academicians, engineers and planners are need of the hour.
During the function The Society of Earth Scientists released the book “Prehistoric River Saraswati”
written by noted scientist Padam Bhushan Prof. K. S. Valdiya and published by Springer. The about 150 page
book provided all scientific and mythological details about river Sarswati. Prof. Valdiya was also Chairman of the
Committee constituted by Government of India on River Saraswati. The programme was organized in association
with Institution of Engineers, DST Centre for Policy Research, BBAU and WaterAid.

